
 
STATEMENT BY THE REPUBLIC OF PALAU AT THE 47TH SESSION OF 

COMMISSION ON POPULATION AND DEVELOPMENT 
NEW YORK, 7-11 APRIL 2014 

 
 

 
 

 

Mr. Chairman, as it is the first time my delegation takes the floor, please allow me to express our 

congratulations to you and all the members of the Bureau on your election. We pledge our support 

to you and are confident that under your leadership we will achieve a strong outcome.  

 

We fully support and align ourselves with the statement made by the Honorable  NandiGlassie, 

Minister of Health of Cook Islands, on behalf of the Pacific Islands and support  the national 

statements  of other Pacific Islands. We also endorse the Global ICPD Review Report and its 

recommendations.  

 

Mr. Chairman, the Constitution of Palau Article IV Section 5: States,  “Every person shall be equal 

under the law and shall be entitled to equal protection … The government shall take no action  to 

discriminate against any person on the basis of sex, race….social status or clan …”. Article 5 Section 

2 also states, “Statutes and traditional law shall be equally authoritative.”    

 

Since we are a matrilineal society, much power, privileges and responsibilities reside with our 

women and girls. To give one concrete example of their power -- –women select and appointthe 

head of the clan. We cite this one example only to make a point that the provisions of the ICPD only 

served to strengthen the position and rights of women and girls in our society.   

 

Mr. Chairman, we also wish to share with this body that while the CEDAW debate is taking place in 

our country, girls have the same access to mandated and free education from pre-school through 

secondary education.  Assistance for tertiary education is equally available and accessible for both 

women and men.  As a matter of fact, the percentage of Palauan women attending and completing 

college and post graduate schools is greater than men and the percentage of Palauan physicians is 

about 50-50 for men and women.  Moreover, all of the five associate justices are women and most 

of our attorney generals have been women. 

 

We are on track in attaining all the goals of the MDGs with the exception of  goal #1, the eradication 

of extremepoverty and the non-communicable  diseases in goal #6, and we are working hard to 

address them.   We believe that progress made in achieving these goals is due, in no small measure, 

to the empowerment ofwomen and girls and the important role that they play in our society. We 

have rights-based Sexual and Reproductive Health Programmesand  have  Comprehensive Sexuality 

Education curriculum  inclusion in schools.  

 

Having stated these few examples of the status of women and girls in the Palauan society, we admit 

that the following challenges remain to be addressed with regards to our population: 



1. There are still incidents of domestic violence against women 

2. Girls’ education is still interrupted due to unwanted or unintended pregnancy 

3. The prevalence of STIs is still too high 

4. Breastfeeding rates are still too low due, in part,to aggressive targeted promotion of 

breastmilk substitutes by the baby food industry 

5. There still exists a gap in earnings between women and men, with women earning less.  

6. The approximately 25% representation of women in national and state decision-making 

positions 

7. Prevalence of tobacco use among young people is still too high due to addiction of the 

deadly tobacco product. Tobacco is the No. 1 risk factor of Non-communicable diseases 

which is a critical health issue in Palau.  

 

Mr. Chairman, 

 

The tobacco industry targets most of us. For example, here’s what one tobacco execute said in 

1992, “We don’t smoke that s….t (four letter word), we just sell it. We reserve the right to smoke 

for the young, the black, the poor and the stupid”  (RJ Reynolds, 1992)  

 

Finally, Palau is among the islands that are most vulnerable to theimpacts of climate change. In the 

last two years we have experienced two super typhoons that have devastated our islands.  During 

these events, the resiliency of women in disaster response and community rehabilitation has 

becomeevident. In this respect, the upholding of the rights of women and youth, particularly girls, 

in working out the linkage between UN Post-2015 Development Agenda and the 2015Climate 

Agreement of the UNFCCC must not only be acknowledged but strengthened through targeted 

capacity building policies and activities 

 

Palau believes that the aspirations, goals and objectives expressed, endorsed and adopted in the 

Moana Declaration, the Asia Pacific Ministerial Declaration of 2013 and the Outcomes of the 2013 

Regional Asia Pacific Population Conference in Bangkok arefoundation documents to contribute to 

reshaping the ICPD Beyond-2014 and Post-2015 Developmental Agenda and we endorse them and 

will support their implementation.  

 

Thank you for your kind attention. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


